January 2020

Greetings from Christine Scafidi!
What’s next for Reach Higher Massachusetts?
It was Reach Higher Massachusetts 5th birthday in October. Happy Birthday to us! Many thanks to
Bob Bardwell, who along with other charter members of the RHM leadership team, carried us through
those first five years. They laid a solid foundation for our work to move forward. I am honored, with
Julie Rutyna-Shields, to lead us forward. But what does forward mean?
A recent study about college completion from The Center for American Progress, written by CJ
Libassi, titled The Neglected College Race Gap: Racial Disparities Among College Completers,
started with this quote: “For many years, the conversation about equity in higher education has
focused on the serious gaps in access for black and Hispanic people. Awareness has also been
growing that getting into college is not enough; black and Hispanic students are also much less likely
to graduate.” You can find the Center for American Progress Brief HERE.
This study was done from 2013 to 2015, and looked at a number of things, including the number of
degrees completed by institution type. See Figure 1. Black and Hispanic students still need support
getting the right resources to reach their higher education goals. How are we going to do a better job
supporting them? How are we going to be better allies in this work to improve the process?

Access continues to be one of the most important reasons Reach Higher Massachusetts exists. In
looking at our purpose and how we will continue to support students, at our October meeting we
discussed shifting one of our work groups, looking more closely at persistence and completion. We
also recognized RHM as a diverse representation of educators greatly invested in this goal. Which is
why we also decided to update our mission statement to reflect our membership. A work in progress,
we would love to have you join us at our next coalition meeting to help us finalize the mission
statement!
We have also started a Reach Higher Massachusetts Facebook Page! It is a closed group. Look for
us and ask to join!
Additionally, in 2020, RHM hopes to add two new members to its leadership team. We are
looking for more black and Hispanic school counselors, community college or CBO professionals to
share their experiences with us. We cannot do this work without these important voices as part of our
team. So, if you, or someone you know, would be interested, please reach out to us. Thank you!
Wishing you a happy and safe 2020 to you and your families!
Christine

Increasing FAFSA Completion Webinar!
January 30, 2020
2:00 pm
Register: Here
Financial barriers to education are one of the leading factors of lower college attendance for many
first generation and economically disadvantaged students. Access to financial aid is critical to help
mitigate this. To apply for federal and state financial student aid, such as Pell Grant grants, Work
Study, and educational loans, students are required to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form. Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free and easier than ever,
and it gives access to the largest source of financial aid to pay for postsecondary education.
In partnership between MASCA, MEFA, Reach Higher, Springfield Promise and the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), please join us for an informational
webinar session on increasing FAFSA Completion on January 30, 2020 at 2 P.M. We will cover
some basic information about the FAFSA process, the FAFSA tool in Edwin Analytics and some great
work in Springfield Public Schools through Springfield Promise. To register go to:
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=10171

Last fall GEAR UP partnered with the Department of Higher Education (DHE) and the Springfield
Public Schools (SPS) to host an event where SPS seniors met with public college and university
admissions representatives about their future education plans and participated in a college student
panel about college life. Hundreds of students participated in this very successful Go Higher! event:

Springfield high school students prepare for college with ‘Gear
Up’ program | WWLP
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (WWLP) – A Boston-based organization devoted to helping struggling
students succeed held a college fair in Springfield Monday. “Gear Up,” which stands for “Gaining
Early ...
www.wwlp.com

This was part of MA College Application Celebration (MCAC) season. MCAC encourages students to
take a significant step toward college by providing assistance and building excitement for the college
application process. The goal is to give every graduating senior the opportunity to complete at least
one application during the school day.
Last year GEAR UP helped over 3,600 students!
# of high
schools
30

# of
students
3,612

# of
applications
8,092

# of on the spot
acceptances
2,912

$ scholarships offered
16,588,606

This year GEAR UP already has 35 high schools signed up and we encourage others to as well! Here
is the link to our online application: https://www.mass.edu/gearup/events/mcachost.asp

Perkins Five
“Strengthening Career and Technical Education in the 21st Century Act”
In July of 2018, the "Strengthening Career and Technical Education in the 21st Century Act", also known as
Perkins V ("Perkins Five"), was signed into federal law. Perkins V is closely aligned with Massachusetts' High
Quality College and Career Pathways work and provides additional opportunities to better prepare students as
they acquire the knowledge, skills, and experiences that will enable them to lead productive and fulfilling lives.
Perkins V offers an opportunity to update the state plan that will guide this work for the next several years. New
draft resources and background information are available for download.

Student Opportunity Act
In November, Governor Baker signed into law the Student Opportunity Act (Chapter 123 of the Acts
of 2019). The bill implements the recommendations of the 2015 Foundation Budget Review
Commission and includes a number of other provisions to benefit Massachusetts public schools. In
his November 27, 2019 weekly update, Commissioner Riley explains this new law and what these
new funds mean for public education in Massachusetts. Commissioner Riley on the Student
Opportunity Act .
He provides information and guidance on how this new law impacts the following:
Chapter 70
Low-income census
Special education circuit breaker
Charter school tuition costs and reimbursements.
District evidence-based three-year plans that include
School district reserve funds
Twenty-First Century Education grant program
And more…
If you have general questions or questions specific to your district, email commissioner@doe.mass.edu.

Financial Aid Training
School Counselors and College Access Professionals

Registration is open for upcoming MEFA webinars. To register for these webinars or learn more
about the content follow these links:
Counseling Families with Unique Circumstances
Thursday, January 23, 2020, 10:00-11:45 am
Helping Families Understand Financial Aid Letters
Tuesday, March 31, 2020, 10:00-11:30 am

Save the Date!
Reach Higher Massachusetts Guiding Coalition Meetings
March 4, 2020, 9:00 - 12:00
Location: TBD
June 17, 2020, 9:00 - 12:00
Location: TBD

