October 2018

Greetings from Bob Bardwell
Welcome to the October 2018 edition of the Reach Higher Massachusetts (RHM) newsletter. As we
enter our fourth year anniversary, the Reach Higher initiative is still strong and active, particularly
here in Massachusetts.
The latest news regarding the national Reach Higher initiative is that as of January 1, 2019, the core
programming (College Signing Day, Better Make Room, Up Next, Beating the Odds summit) of
Reach Higher will now be housed under the Common Application, a non-profit membership
organization dedicated to access, equity, and integrity in the college admission process. The
Common Application allows students to access over 800 colleges in 49 states and 20 countries
through its online application portal. This unique partnership will allow these two entities to work
together to continue to provide support and resources to students across the country. For more
details about this partnership, go to https://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening/news/common-appand-reach-higher-unite-make-college-more-approachable-and-engaging.

In this newsletter you will read about other initiatives in Massachusetts and the many great programs
and opportunities for students and schools to achieve the Reach Higher mission. Among the items
that the Leadership Team is working on behind the scenes include:
•

•

•

Providing FAFSA completion data to all school counselors in Massachusetts. If you have not
already checked out this new resource released last spring, log into EDWIN on the DESE
security portal, then click on the public folders tab on the top left. You then open the FAFSA
folder and should then be able to access the available reports. This data represents a huge
opportunity to assist students who are in need of financial assistance but who may not have
completed the FAFSA for whatever reason. If you don’t have the necessary access, then
contact your district data administrator to grant you such access.
Supporting DESE in the development and implementation of the series of High Quality Career
and College Advising workshops offered for free, three times in four regions in the state during
the 2018-19 school year.
Working on securing funding in the next legislative session which would provide funds to hire
additional school counselors particularly in the neediest areas.

•

•

Organizing a third state-wide Reach Higher Convening for late summer 2019 in the Boston
area to continue the efforts to educate and provide valuable resources for all of those
dedicated to helping students graduate from high school and continue their education. If you
would like to help coordinate this effort, please contact Bob Bardwell at
bardwellr@monsonschools.com or 413.267.4589x1109.
Submitting a session proposal for the 2019 American School Counselor Association (ASCA)
conference to be held in Boston, June 29 – July 2

Stay tuned for news alerts and updates on these exciting initiatives. Please contact me at
bardwellr@monsonschools.com or 413.267.4589x1109 if you have any questions or want to get
involved. Thank you for your continued interest in RHM.
Sincerely,
Bob Bardwell
RHM Team Lead

Helping Students Reach Higher by Digging Deeper with Data
MASCA/DESE Professional Development Series

Are you looking for ways to improve your professional practice and to improve outcomes for your
students? Do you want to learn how to identify at risk students and to develop effective intervention
plans? If your answer is "YES", we hope you will attend this workshop and ultimately earn the
College and Career Data Usage Certificate for school counselors and other educators via a new
and unique partnership between MASCA, MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,
and Reach Higher MA.
This year's workshop will focus on EWIS (Early Warning Indicator System). With EWIS, we have an
early warning. We can tell which students are at risk of not being ready for college, starting when
students are in 10th grade – while there is time to intervene and support students for success. With
the updated College and Career Data Usage Certificate, build skill using DESE’s EWIS and other
data tools to improve outcomes for your students.
Through a workshop, webinars and virtual learning opportunities over the year, we will support you
as you implement changes and monitor students’ ongoing risk. The series starts with an optional
introductory webinar in October. An in-person half-day workshop is the anchor of the series where
you will learn how to use the EWIS reports to examine students’ risk details and begin to identify
underlying causes of risk. Optional webinars and virtual learning opportunities continue over the year,
where participants share strategies and tools, celebrate successes, and troubleshoot challenges. The
series ends with an optional Data Showcase event in the spring. Collect your findings and reflections
into a data project to earn 15 PDPs and the College and Career Data Usage credential.

The half-day workshop: Universal Technical Institute in Norwood
October 25, 2018. Light breakfast refreshments will be served.
This is a BYOD - Bring Your Own Device - workshop. Please bring a laptop (preferred) or
tablet that can access the internet.
To register for the workshop please visit the MASCA website at www.masca.org. For questions,
contact Ruth Carrigan, MASCA PD Chair, at Ruth.Carrigan@whrsd.org.
The Data Showcase will be held at The Resort & Conference Center in Hyannis on April 30, 2018.

Webinars for School Counselors on Financing a Postsecondary Education
MEFA has free webinars and trainings for school counselors and college access professionals. A listing of
upcoming webinars and events is below. Please click on each link to register.
Upcoming Live Webinars:
• Get to Know MEFA Pathway’s Counselor Tools: Wed, Oct 31, 2018
•

Get to Know MEFA Pathway’s Student Features: Wed, Oct 31, 2018 @ 12pm

•

Building a Resume with MEFA Pathway: Wed, Oct 31, 2018 @ 3pm

•

Get to Know MEFA Pathway’s Counselor Tools: Wed, Nov 28, 2018

•

Get to Know MEFA Pathway’s Student Features: Wed, Nov 28, 2018 @ 12pm

•

Learn About Yourself with MEFA Pathway: Wed, Nov 28, 2018 @ 3pm

Upcoming Trainings:
• Financial Aid Training: October 25, 2018 at Assumption College, Worcester, MA
•

Financial Aid Training: October 30, 2018 at Bentley University in Waltham, MA

MEFA also has a number of recorded webinars available for counselors to listen to at
any time on our Counselors Training and Events page: mefa.org/counselors/trainingand-events/

This is a partial list of the recorded webinars:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

College Financing
Understanding the FAFSA®
The CSS ProfileTM
Connecting Undocumented Students to College Access Opportunities
Introduction to MEFA Pathway’s Student Features & Counselor Tools
Working with Foster Youth in the Financial Aid Process
Financial Aid: National Landscape & Regulatory Updates
Counseling Families with Unique Circumstances
MEFA Pathway’s College Cost Calculator
Helping Families Understand Financial Aid Award Letters

Reminder! Data Tool for Tracking FASFA completion
Starting in October the FASFA can be completed for the 2019-2020 academic year. Don’t
forget that the FASFA tracking tool is available to counselors through Edwin Analytics. This
tool allows counselors to see whether individual students have submitted a completed FASFA
to the U.S. Department of Education. Check it out! Edwin Analytics

Would you like to host your own College Signing Day? The Better Make Room Signing
Day Toolkit has resources on how to have your own College Signing Day, including
information on how to apply for a $500 grant to support an event at your school!
Better Make Room This website provides information and resources to help youth
navigate the process of applying, financing and attending postsecondary education.

Save the Date!
Reach Higher MA Guiding Coalition Meetings
November 29, 2018
March 21, 2019
June 25, 2019

