Through effective school counseling programming and strategic partnerships, Reach
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New 3 Day Training Opportunity!
College and Career Advising Professional Development Series
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is pleased to
announce a three-day workshop series opportunity about college and career advising (CCA)
being designed in partnership with the Massachusetts School Counselors Association (MASCA)
which will be available next school year. DESE is able to provide this major training at NO
COST thanks to a New Skills for Youth (NSFY) grant from the Council of Chief State School
Officers, a national initiative in which Massachusetts is one of ten states, all working to
increase the career readiness of all students in their states.
The workshops are intended for small teams of high school staff led by counselors and
supported by teachers and administrators. They will offer the participating teams the
knowledge, skills and tools they need to design and implement high quality college and career
advising (CCA) in combination with MA’s individual, student-driven academic and career
planning process now called My Career and Academic Plan (MyCAP), formerly called Individual
Learning Plans (ILP).

Here’s an overview of the three days, as currently planned:
Workshop 1 - Seeing the Big Picture – Fall, 2018
• Explore the nature and promise of CCA and MyCAP
• Learn the design characteristics of effective college and career advising and MyCAP
programs
• Review data tools to help with student analysis
• Map current advising program and identify assets and gaps
Workshop 2 – Going Deep - All the Elements – Early Winter, 2019
• Review mapping of school’s existing program for assets and gaps
• Focus on the specifics of a comprehensive grade level scope and sequence of CCA and
MyCAP
• Explore the capacity of each district/school’s online college and career advising system
• Incorporate the three stages of career development education, work-based learning and
early college access into school system
Workshop 3 – Making It Work – Spring, 2019
• Develop a project management strategy for the intended new program for successful
implementation
• Create a range of communication materials to explain the new program’s value to
multiple stakeholders
• Learn how to evaluate the quality and impact of this program, and sustain it over time
The workshops are being designed to fully align with the MA Model 2.0, and will offer a
systematic way to address Career Development Education, among other elements. The three
days of the workshop series will be offered in four different regions in Massachusetts during
the 2018-2019 school year, so they are convenient for participants. There will be no cost for
the participating teams and there will be capacity for many participants (up to 80 high schools
next year) in this training. Among the participating high schools will be those launching newly
designated Early College programs and Innovation Pathways, also part of the NSFY project.
The workshops are intended for small teams of 4 key staff members (ideally, a counselor or
two, a teacher or two, and the principal or other school administrator). Teams will learn about
new ways to prepare students for their futures, and how to develop a program that ensures
whole school buy-in and shared responsibility for the work to be done. These workshops will
help schools scale up best practices for counseling services, and show students how to take
greater control of their choices during high school and their planning process for their futures.
For more information on Massachusetts High Quality College and Career Pathways Initiative
and the three-day workshop series: http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccte/ccr/hqccp/

“Paying for College” Workshop
Reach Higher Massachusetts working group, Financing a Postsecondary Education, has begun
reaching out to the Commonwealth’s graduate schools of school counseling to offer
professional development. On May 2, the working group’s co-chairs, Julie Shields-Rutyna,
Director of College Planning for the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority (MEFA),
and Mark Bilotta, Board President of MassEdCO and author of Paying for College: Before,
During and After (2018 Edition), presented their first workshop at Lesley University. Topics
ranged from helpful online tools like EFC and net price calculators to borrowing strategies.
Graduate program faculty interested in hosting a workshop in the fall can contact Julie, jshieldsrutyna@mefa.org or Mark, markpaulbilotta@gmail.com for more information.

Webinars for School Counselors on Financing a Postsecondary Education
MEFA has a number of recorded webinars available for counselors to listen to at any
time on our Counselors Training and Events page: mefa.org/counselors/training-andevents/

This is a partial list of the recorded webinars:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

College Financing
Understanding the FAFSA®
The CSS ProfileTM
Connecting Undocumented Students to College Access Opportunities
Introduction to MEFA Pathway’s Student Features & Counselor Tools
Working with Foster Youth in the Financial Aid Process
Financial Aid: National Landscape & Regulatory Updates
Counseling Families with Unique Circumstances
MEFA Pathway’s College Cost Calculator
Helping Families Understand Financial Aid Award Letters

Reminder! New Data Tool for Tracking FASFA completion
In our March 2018 newsletter we announced the launch of a FASFA tracking tool available to
counselors through Edwin Analytics. This tool allows counselors to see whether individual
students have submitted a completed FASFA to the U.S. Department of Education. Check it
out! Edwin Analytics

College Signing Day!
Former First Lady Michelle Obama hosted a College Signing Day in Philadelphia on May 2,
2018.
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https://youtu.be/UXbYr4W-lJA
For additional photos, videos and testimonials for College Signing Day 2018 in
Philadelphia and the Beating the Odds Summit go to Better Make Room Instagram .
Would you like to host your own College Signing Day? The Better Make Room Signing
Day Toolkit has resources on how to have your own College Signing Day, including
information on how to apply for a $500 grant to support an event at your school!
Better Make Room supports the Reach Higher Initiative started by former First Lady
Michelle Obama to encourage all students to pursue education beyond high school
and to build the capacity of school counseling. This website provides information
and resources to help youth navigate the process of applying, financing and
attending postsecondary education.

Reach Higher Sessions at the MASCA 2018 Conference!
The Massachusetts School Counselors Association (MASCA) held its annual conference April
30-May 1, 2018 in Hyannis, MA. Fourteen conference sessions were designated as Reach
Higher sessions!
“College Applications & Social Media: What Students Should Know”, Kim Storey & Michelle Gormley
“Affording College 101”, Mark Billota & Timothy Donahue
“Events to Excite Students to Reach Higher”, Christine Luzi
“Get Acquainted with ESE’s College and Career Readiness Date Tools”, Jennifer Applegate
“Using Mass Mode 2.0 and Career Development to Boost Positive Youth Development”, V. Scott Solberg
“Career Advising: Helping Students Own Their Future”, Katie Gray & Lisa Harney
“DHE Admission Standards for State Universities”, State University Directors
“News about High Quality College and Career Pathways”, Shailah Stewart and Alexis Lian
“Using the SAT Suite of Assessments and Khan Academy to Increase College Readiness”, Jenny Caccavale
“A Guide to Evaluating Student Loans”, Heather Ward
“Building a Holistic Model of College and Career Readiness, Sean Corcoran
“Maximizing Student Outcomes through Partnerships with College Access Programs”, Robert Dais & C. Luiz
“Writing Letters of Recommendation for Impact” Alicia Linsey, Timothy Kelly & Jayne Jones
“Enhance Opportunities to Support Individual Student Needs & Academic Objectives”, Sehba Khan, Cynthia
Hurley, Bonnie Ferreira & Matthew Hall

Mark your Calendars! The MASCA 2019 conference will be held April 29-30, 2019 in Hyannis,
MA. Theme: “Find Your Oasis: Reflect, Refresh, Recharge” Updated information on the
conference can be found on the MASCA website .

Viable Careers and Citizenship for All, a Reach Higher MA Working Committee
promotes career competencies and citizenship for all and would like to keep school counselors
informed about related events and informative resources.
Celebrate! Congratulations to Easthampton High School Students who won the MA “We the
People” competition and represented MA in the national contest in Washington DC. Google
Citizenship resources: “We the People” (a project of the Center for Civic Education, Civic
Nation, and Civics).
Resources: Labor Market Information Library –Please assist us in generating a resource
library of training materials for both counselors and students (webinars, websites educational
materials)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOYgH2AjNjdnLNSu5exIaXS6Mj2gJIQft9TVAizUB
jAnDv2w/viewform
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